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C. AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

In order to better assist the Examiner with the prosecution of the case, the current 
pending claims have been included in their entirety for which continued examination is 
requested. 



CLAIMS 




^^yA It^WICE AMENDED) A method for carrying out, over a communication 
network of inWoonnecting computers, electronic transactions between a plurality of 
merchants using at least one server computer and at least one buyer using a client 
computer, comprisi 

displaying, at tne client computer, a separate representation for each item selected 
by the buyer from at least^e merchant two different - morohonts ^ wherein each separate 
representation has an associated one of a plural ity of selectable states , and wherein a 
certain one of the plurality of sertetable states indicates that the buyer desires to purchase 
an item from a first merchanl(^f a p^vious committed transaction which bought another 
previous item from a second merchant\an be canceled;^ ^'^^ ^'^ cvc^*^s ^ 

displaying an indication of the oi\assQci ated sel ectable state with each displayed 
separate representation; and 

selecting one of the displayed separate ftoresentations to have a selectable 
associated state that indicates that the buyer desire^to purchase a desired item &om the 
first merchant^ta given previously committed transa^^^hich bought another previous 
item from the second merchant can be canceled^) ^''^i^i^** ^ 

in response to selecting, i) making an identification^ ^ the second merchant and the 
previous item, ii) sending an electronic communication to the secondHmerchant from the 
first merchant to cancel the previous committed transaction; and nip if a confirmation is 
received indicating that the previous committed transaction was cafil^led bv the second 
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merchaht, automaticaPv changing the state of the first item^ to a state difFerent from the 



conditiona^ state, wherein further transaction processing tg purchase lKe 'first item is 
dependent up^ the changed state as a result of a successful cancellation transaction of the 
previous item c^cd out bv the first merchant on behalf of the buyer as initiated by the 
buyer by selectingme conditional state in association with the first item . 



2. (PREVIOUSLYNAMEhfDED) A method for carrying out, over a communication 
network of interconnecting c^puters, electronic transactions between a plurality of 
merchants using at least one s^er computer and at least one buyer using a client 
computer, comprising: 

enabling the client compute?^ display a separate representation for each item 
selected by the buyer fh>m at least twoNiifFerent merchants wherein each representation 
has one of a plurality of associated states !\t a given instance in time; 

displaying an indication of the one associated selectable state with each displayed 
separate representation; and 

selecting, by the buyer, one of the displayM separate representations to have a 
selectable associated state ^at indicates that the desires to purchase a desi red item if 
a previous committed transaction which bought an othei^ item from another merchant can 
be caned 



3, (CANCELED) 

4. (TWICE AMENDED) The method of claim 2 i wherein th^elect^associated 
state causes an indication to be sent from the client computer to the oortoui firs t merchant 
toTock specific data associated with the desired item from being accessibl\by a difFerent 
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cli^t computer during a period that an associated representation for the desired item has 
the selected associated state. 

5 /^U^ENDED) The method of claim * i furth e r comprising changing the oclect e d 
stat e to a diVoront Gt Qto, upon notification of tho canooUation, wherein the different state 
provides an inii^cation of one of the following: a) the buyer desires to put the desired item 
on hold for a time to consider buying the desired item, and b) the buyer has bought the 
desired item. 



6. (CANCELED) 




7. (CANCELED) 

8. (CANCELED) 

9. (TWICE A^fflENDED) A client compute r system e nabl^Jo^communicate over a 
network with at least one^;^er computer system for carrying out electronic transactions 
for a buyer using the client ootoputer system for the purchase of it^s &om a plurality of 
merchants using the at least one s^er computer system, the client computer system 
comprising: 

a storage device having a set of iiS^ructions; and 

a processing unit, connected to the stoisage device, w herein the processing uni t 
executes the set of instructions for i) displaying a^^arate representation for each item 
selected by the buyer from at least two different merOTants, wherein each separate 
representation has an associated one of a plurality of seleb^able associated states at a given 
instance in time, and wherein a certain one of the plurality or$electable associated states 
indicates that the buyer desires to purchase an item from a first mCTchant if a previous 
committed transaction which bougjit another item from a second mqjchant can be 
AUS990886US1 6 



Received fro[n<5128383516>atm3 2:44:59 PM [Eastern Da^^^ 



SEP 29 '03 13:49 FR f^TIN IPL IMD 5128:^3516 TO 917038729326 P. 11 

PATENT 
09/513,818 




canceled; redisplaying an indication of the one associated selectable state with each 
displayed sepalsate representation; and iii) executing a selection, by the buyer, of a desired 
item from a cert^merchant causing one of the displayed separate representations to have 
a selectable associated state that indicates that the buyer desires to purchase the desired 
it^ if a given previoustv committed transaction which bought another item from another 
merchant can be canceled; 

iv) in response to selectiltij^ a) making an identification of the second merchant and 
the previous item: b^ if a confirmation is received indicating that the previous committed 
transaction was canceled by the second nacrchant automatically changing the state of the 
first item to a state different from the condiHpnal state, wherein further transaction 
processing to purchase the first item is dependent upon the changed state as a result of a 
successful cancellation transaction of the previousStem as initiated by the buyer bv 
selecting the conditional state in association with thc\first item. 

10. (CANCELED) 

11. (PlR£yiOUSLY AMENDED) The system of claim 9 wherein the selected 
associated state caJJs^an indication to be sent fix)m the client computer to the certain 
merchant to lock specifio^^ta associated with the desired item from being accessible by a 
different client computer durin^^eriod that an associated representation for the desired 
item has the selected associated states 

12. (ORIGINAL) The system of clainQ^^irther comprising means for changing 
the selected state to a different state, upon notificatioh*^f the cancellation, wherein the 
different state provides an indication of one of the foUoA^^h^a) the buyer desires to put 
the desired item on hold for a time to consider buying the desirfe^item, and b) the buyer 
has bought the desired item. ^ v \ v 
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1?\TWICE AMENDED) A computer pr ogram h aving computer readable 
program codXineans, on a computer usable medium, for enabling a client computer 
system to comTrhjnicate over a network with at least one server computer system to carry 
out electronic trar^ctions for a buyer using the client computer system to purchase items 
from a plurality of me^hants using the at least one server computer system, the program 
comprising: 

means for displayiW at the client computer, a separate representation for each 
item selected by the buyer firam at least two different merchants, wherein each separate 
representation has an associateasone of a plurality of selectable states, and wherein a 
certain one of the plurality of selecbable states indicates that the buyer desires to purchase 
an item from a first merchant if a previqus committed transaction which bought another 
item from a second merchant can be canci 

means for displaying an indication one associated selectable state with each 
displayed separate representation; and 

means for selecting one of the displayed sei>^rate representations to have a 
selectable associated state that indicates that the buyen^sires to purchase a desired item 
from the first merchant if a given previously committed tr^isaction which bought another 
item from the second merchant can be canceled; 

in response to selecting, i) making an identification of th^econd merchant and the 
previous item: jiyrfa ^onfirmation is received indicating that the pr^ious committed 
transaction wa2cailceled by the second merchant, automatically chana^ the state of the 
first item to a state different from the conditional state, wherein further tramaction 
processing to purchase the first item is dependent upon the changed state as a rteult of a 
successful cancellation transaction of the previous item as initiated by the buyer bv 
selecting the conditional state in association with the first item,. 

14, (CANCELED) 
AUS990886US1 8 
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1 ^WEW) A method for carrying out, over a communication network of 
interconnectinig. computers having at least one client computer system and at least one 
server computer sj^tem, electronic transactions wherein a buyer using the client computer 
system purchases itfans from a plurality of merchants using the at least one server 
computer system, conwi^i^g* 

displaying, at the oHent computer, a separate representation for each item selected 
by the buyer from at lea$t onfe merchant; 

associating* one of a plutelity of selectable states selected by the buyer with each 
separate representation; \ 

in response to associating a conditional state selected by the buyer with a displayed 
first item, wherein the selected conditionld state is indicative of the buyer desiring to 
purchase the first item from a first merchanm'a previous committed transaction which 
bought a previous item from a second merchanbscan be canceledj^ 

i) receiving an identification of the previous item and the second merchant; 

ii) sending an electronic communication to thevsecond merchant from the first 
merchant tojt^ancel the previous committed transaction; aS^ 

iip if a/confirmation is received indicating that the ptevious committed transaction 
was canceled by the second merchant, automatically changing ihe state of the first item to 
a state different from the conditional state, wherein further transaction processing to 
purchase the first item is dependent upon the changed state as a resuUSsOf a successful 
cancellation transaction of the previous item carried out by the first merahant on behalf of 
the buyer as initiated by the buyer by selecting the conditional state in association with the 
first item. \ 



1 6 (NEW). A merchant computer system, uti lized by a first merchant, enabled to 

^ z 

communicate over a network with at least one client computer system for carrying out 

electronic transactions with a buyer using the client computer system for the purchase of ' 

items, comprising: 
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mean$ for sending to the client computer, a separate representation for each item 
selected by theViyer; 

means foAkSSOciating, one of a plurality of selectable states selected by the buyer 
with each separate representation; 

in response to as^ciating a conditional state selected by the buyer with a displayed 
first item, wherein the selel^ed conditional state is indicative of the buyer desiring to 
purchase the first item from the first merchant if a previous committed transaction which 
bought a previous item fix»m a s^nd merchant can be canceled: 

i) means for receiving an i^ntification of the previous item and the second 
merchant; 

ii) means for sending an electror^c commxmication to the second merchant firom 
the first merchant to cancel the previous committed transaction; and 

" — ^ iiijj^ifaxonfin^ is received indic^ng that the previous committed transaction 
was canceled by the second merchant, means fot automatically changing the state of the 
first item to a state different from the conditional We, wherein fi^rther transaction 
processing enabling a purchase of the first item is depoident upon the state changing as a 
result of a successful cancellation transaction of the previous item carried out by the first 
merchant on behalf of the buyer as initiated by the buyer by^lecting the conditional state 
in association with the first item. 

u 

17 (NEW). A computer program having computer readable ^gram code means, 
on a computer usable medium, for cabling a merchant computer systwk utilized by a 
first merchant^ to communicate over a network with at least one client commxter system 
for caiiying out electronic transactions with a buyer using the client computer^^tem for 
the purchase of items, comprising: 

means for siding to the client computer, a separate representation for each it€ 
selected by the buyer; 
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meaj^^for associating, one of a plurality of selectable states selected by the buyer 
with each separate representation; 

in responseSo associating a conditional state selected by the buyer with a displayed 
first item, wherein thebelected conditional state is indicative of the buyer desiring to 
purchase the first item firohl the first merchant if a previous committed transaction which 
bought a previous item fi^om Xsecond merchant can be canceled: 

i) means for receiving an identification of the previous item and the second 
merchant; 

ii) means for sending an electroiHc communication to the second merchant fi:-om 
the first merchant to cancel the previous cohraiitted transaction; and 

iii) if a confirmation is received indicating that the previous committed transaction 
was canceled by the second merchant, means for\utomatically changing the state of the 
first item to a state different from the conditional stab^ wherein fiirther transaction 
processing enabling a purchase of the first item is depeni^nt upon the state changing as a 
result of a successfiil cancellation transaction of the previcms item carried out by the first 
merchant on behalf of the buyer as initiated by the buyer wheii\selection of the 
conditional state in association with the first item is made. 
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